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M.s Co-Chai rs ,

I  wi l l  be speaking on behal f  o f  the European Union.

The Countr ies of  the Stabi l isat ion and Associat ion
and Montenegro,  and the EFTA country  lce land,

Moldova a l ign themselves wi th  th is  dec larat ion '

Process and potential candidates Albania
as wel l  as Ukra ine and the Republ ic  o f

I would l ike to start by conveying our sincere appreciation to you, the two Co-Chairs of the

informal  consul ta t ion process of  the p lenary,  Ambassador  Claude Hel ler  f rom Mexico and

Ambassador Peter Maurer from Switzerland, for convening this meeting and to thank you for

having prepared the "Optrons Paper on /EC' which was presented last June for our

considerat ion.

The European Union fu l ly  suppor ts  the ongoing consul ta t ions Process on the issue of  the

inst i tu t ional  f ramework for  the envi ronmenta l  act iv i t ies of  the UN in  the fo l low-up to

paragraph r59 of  the zoo5 Wor ld Summit  Outcome.  The EU expects i t  w i l l  a l low for  a

substant ive,  inc lus ive and t ransparent  exchange of  v iews on a l l  re levant  issues,  based on the

engagement of al l  relevant stakeholders and lead to a real upgrade of the current system of

ln ternat ional  Envi ronmenta l  Covernance

Ihe Options Papercontains a comprehensive and valuable overview of the key problems and

issues concern ing the s t ructure,  organizat ion and content  o f  env i ronmenta l  po l icy  in  the UN

system and in t roduces a range of  pract ica l  measures in  each one of  the seven bui ld ing b locks,

or areas considered to be of priori ty "for renewed intergovernmental attention, intervention

and improvement" ,  in  a comprehensive approach to  incrementa l  re form,  whi le  proposing a

c lear  t imel ine for  fu ture developments.

The European Union welcomes the Optrons Paper as a posit ive and useful contribution to the

reform process,  recogniz ing that ,  notwi thstanding the complex i ty  of  the issues involved and

the var ie ty  of  ideas and posi t ions expressed by Member States,  the Co-Chai rs  sk i l l fu l ly

managed to closely capture, in the Options Paper, the comments and posit ions expressed by

delegat ions in  a systemat ic  and consis tent  way.

The opt ions proposed by the Co-Chai rs  mer i t  the overa l l  suppor t  o f  the European Union.

Some of the measures offered would need addit ional consideration in order to ensure that

they do not  lead to  increased bureaucrat ic  s t ructures and burdens and to c lar i f r  in  par t icu lar

the i r  organizat ional ,  legal  and f inancia l  impact .

The European Union fur ther  agrees wi th  both the Co-Chai rs 'proposals  t 'o  cont inue wi th  the

informal  consul ta t ions process and wi th  the i r  ob ject ive of  s tar t ing formal  negot ia t ions on a

broader  t ransformat ion of  the In ternat ional  Envi ronmenta l  Governance ( lEC) System, no la ter

than the beginning of  the 63 'd sess ion of  the CA.



In  th is  regard,  the European Union would l ike to  re i terate i ts  wi l l ingness to  work wi th  the
wider  Membership of  the UN, and a l l  o ther  re levant  s takeholders,  to  s t rengthen IEG and
upgrade UNEP. The European Union looks forward to  the cont inuat ion of  th is  process of
consultations, in the framework of the 6znd session of the GA, and to further exploring
possib i l i t ies for  a  more coherent  inst i tu t ional  f ramework of  env i ronmenta l  governance.

The European Union f irmly believes that an ambit ious reform is required in order to achieve
real change and feels encouraged to work for the establishment of a UN Organization for the
Envi ronment ,  based on UNEP, wi th  a rev ised and st rengthened mandate,  suppor ted by
stable,  adequate and predic table f inancia l  contr ibut ions and operat ing on a equal  foot ing wi th
other  UN specia l ized Agencies.

Finally, the European Union takes this occasion to welcome the recently held " Ministerial
Meeting on Environment and Sustainable Development: Challenges for /nternationa/
Governance" (Rio de Janeiro, 3 and 4 September) and believes that this meeting has
contr ibuted to  bui ld ing conf idence between d i f ferent  Par t ies involved in  the d iscuss ions.  In
th is  context ,  the European Union considers that  in formal  meet ings of  th is  sor t  can be usefu l
in  complement ing,  wi thout  rep lac ing,  the substant ive d iscuss ions and consul ta t ions being
under taken at  the UN.

Thanks for  your  at tent ion.


